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possess weapons of mass destruction. Ter-
rorist groups are hungry for these weapons
and would use them without a hint of con-
science. And we know that these weapons,
in the hands of terrorists, would unleash
blackmail and genocide and chaos.

These facts cannot be denied and must be
confronted. In preventing the spread of
weapons of mass destruction, there is no
margin for error and no chance to learn from
mistakes. Our coalition must act deliberately,
but inaction is not an option. Men with no
respect for life must never be allowed to con-
trol the ultimate instruments of death.

Gathered here today, we are 6 months
along—a short time in a long struggle. And
our war on terror will be judged by its finish,
not by its start. More dangers and sacrifices
lie ahead. Yet, America is prepared. Our re-
solve has only grown, because we remember.
We remember the horror and heroism of that
morning, the death of children on a field trip,
the resistance of passengers on a doomed air-
plane, the courage of rescuers who died with
strangers they were trying to save. And we
remember the video images of terrorists who
laughed at our loss.

Every civilized nation has a part in this
struggle, because every civilized nation has
a stake in its outcome. There can be no peace
in a world where differences and grievances
become an excuse to target the innocent for
murder. In fighting terror, we fight for the
conditions that will make lasting peace pos-
sible. We fight for lawful change against cha-
otic violence, for human choice against coer-
cion and cruelty, and for the dignity and
goodness of every life.

Every nation should know that for Amer-
ica, the war on terror is not just a policy;
it’s a pledge. I will not relent in this struggle
for the freedom and security of my country
and the civilized world.

And we’ll succeed. There will be a day
when the organized threat against America,
our friends, and allies is broken. And when
the terrorists are disrupted and scattered and
discredited, many old conflicts will appear in
a new light, without the constant fear and
cycle of bitterness that terrorists spread with
their violence. We will see then that the old
and serious disputes can be settled within the
bounds of reason and good will and mutual

Mar. 11 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

security. I see a peaceful world beyond the
war on terror, and with courage and unity,
we are building that world together.

Any nation that makes an unequivocal
commitment against terror can join this
cause. Every nation of good will is welcome.
And together, we will face the peril of our
moment and seize the promise of our times.

May God bless our coalition.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
of the  Philippines;  President Eduard
Shevardnadze of the Republic of Georgia; and
President Ali Abdallah Salih of Yemen. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on the Unveiling of the
September 11th United States
Postage Stamp

March 11, 2002

The President. Welcome. We're about to
unveil a stamp. It’s an extraordinary piece
of work. I want to thank the photographer
here, and I want to thank Gary Ackerman
for sponsoring it. This stamp will sell for 45
cents; 11 cents, obviously, more than the cur-
rent price of a stamp. Eight cents will go
to a victims’ fund to help those family mem-
bers who are struggling in the aftermath of
9/11. It is a—it’s a good gesture by the Postal
Service. The Postmaster General is here, and
I want to thank you for that very much.

Postmaster General Potter. Thank you,
Mr. President.

The President. The three officers are
here, and they’re on the stamp. And I appre-
ciate you all allowing your—allowing the
Postal Service to use you as a way to help
our Nation remember the terrible incident
that took place 6 months ago and help people
get their lives back in order.

And so it’s with pleasure that we reveal
the stamp.

[At this point, the stamp was unveiled. ]
The President. Fabulous, good job, really
good job.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
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he referred to Thomas E. Franklin, staff photog-
rapher, Bergen County, NJ, Record; and New
York City firefighters William Eisengrein, George
Johnson, and Daniel McWilliams, photographed
raising the U.S. flag at Ground Zero following the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Proclamation 7531—Bicentennial
Day of the United States Military
Academy at West Point, 2002

March 11, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

For two centuries, the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, New York, has
trained, educated, and inspired thousands of
cadets to serve our Nation with integrity,
skill, and fortitude as members of our mili-
tary’s officer corps. West Point emphasizes
the very highest standards of personal honor,
academic achievement, and public duty, pre-
paring its graduates for lives of patriotic com-
mitment and distinguished service. Since the
school’s beginnings, West Point alumni have
played an immensely important role in pro-
tecting our national security and preserving
democracy around the world.

Upon this 200th anniversary of the Acad-
emy’s founding, we celebrate West Point’s
great contributions to the success and
strength of America. We pay tribute to the
Academy’s extraordinary tradition of valor,
victory, and sacrifice. This hallowed history
is filled with the names of soldiers who
fought and sometimes died to preserve and
protect the founding principles of our coun-
try, ensuring that we can live today in a free
and democratic Republic.

On March 16, 1802, President Thomas Jef-
ferson signed an Act of Congress establishing
the United States Military Academy at West
Point, New York. Since its inception, the in-
stitution has played a central role in the train-
ing of America’s future military leaders. And
West Point graduates have marked our his-
tory with courage beyond the call of duty;
integrity that brought honor to themselves,
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their school, and their Nation; and military
skills that achieved victory after victory.

Academy graduates have long fulfilled
West Point’s noble tradition of selfless serv-
ice to country. General John ]. Pershing led
the American Expeditionary Force to victory
in World War 1. And in World War II, Gen-
erals Dwight Eisenhower, Omar Bradley,
Douglas MacArthur, and George Patton
proved again the resourcefulness, bravery,
and skill of West Point’s graduates, helping
to lead the Allies to victory over tyranny. In
Korea and Vietnam, during Operation Desert
Storm, and now in Operation Enduring
Freedom, West Point graduates, like Gen-
erals Brent Scowcroft, Roscoe Robinson, H.
Norman Schwarzkopf, and Franklin “Buster”
Hagenbeck, have continued to make signifi-
cant contributions and great sacrifices for
America and her people. And the graduates
of West Point continue to be prepared to
make the greatest sacrifice. We remember
with deep respect and honor, the sacrifice
made by Academy graduate, Major Curtis
Feistner, who recently gave his life in the
fight against terror.

As part of the 200th anniversary of the
United States Military Academy, I encourage
all Americans to reflect on the Academy’s in-
comparable history of contribution to our
country’s national security and to remember
the West Point graduates who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the defense of freedom. The
Academy’s role in protecting our homeland
and in shaping our next generation of battle-
field leaders deserves the gratitude and re-
spect of every American. I am pleased to pay
tribute to this noble school upon the occasion
of its historic anniversary; and I am honored
to be serving today as Commander in Chief
of so many of its fine graduates.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 16, 2002,
as West Point Bicentennial Day. I encourage
Federal, State, and local officials, as well as
leaders of civil, social, educational, and mili-
tary organizations, to conduct ceremonies
and programs that celebrate the United



